Cancer of the forehead and temple regions.
Several characteristics inherent in tumors of the forehead and temple provide therapeutic challenges for the physician. These include spread along anatomic structures, a propensity toward aggressive growth patterns, the risk of nerve damage, and the preservation of important cosmetic landmarks. As a result of these problems, Mohs micrographic surgery is often indicated in the treatment of skin cancer of the forehead and temple. The high cure rates afforded by micrographic surgery, even for aggressive tumors, and tissue conservation are benefits to the patient. Although most BCCs and SCCs in this region can be handled by a dermatologic surgeon, patients may present with aggressive or neglected tumors exhibiting extensive invasion. These patients may require a cooperative approach between the dermatologic and head and neck surgeon to achieve complete tumor extirpation or appropriate reconstruction. In this article, we have tried to indicate the rationale behind the use of Mohs micrographic surgery for tumors of the forehead and temple. In selected tumors, a team approach between the micrographic and other surgeons will maximize both tumor excision and functional and cosmetic repair for the patient.